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OBJECTIVES

• What are vital statistics?

• How can this data be useful?

• How can I find this information?



VITAL STATISTICS AND VITAL RECORDS

• Data comes from Vital Records and certificates

• Birth

• Abortion

• Death

• Fetal/Infant Death

• Marriage

• Divorce



MISSOURI VITAL STATISTICS

• Annual publication (mandated by statute)

• Usually published in the fall of the following year

• Goes back to 1911

• 42 tables

• Appendix (long, but incredibly useful)



BIRTH

• Tables 5A-10D



ABORTION

• Tables 11-15



DEATH

• Tables 18-30



FETAL/INFANT 
DEATH

• Tables 22A-25



MARRIAGE

• Tables 31-35C



DIVORCE

• Tables 36-42B



HOW CAN YOU USE MVS DATA?

• Trend analysis for your county

• Identify areas of concern

• Compare to state or neighboring counties

• Evaluation of prevention programs



HOW CAN YOU FIND MVS? https://health.mo.gov/data/vitalstatistics/data.php



OTHER VS DATA RESOURCES

• MOPHIMS

• Focus Articles

• Call/e-mail me, we can help!



THANK YOU!

• Contact information:

• Elizabeth.McCarthy@health.mo.gov

• 573-751-6206

mailto:Elizabeth.McCarthy@health.mo.gov


QUESTIONS?


